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     Meeting Date: November 8, 2017 2 

 3 
 4 
TOWN OF MORAGA                                                                            STAFF REPORT_ 5 
 6 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers 7 
 8 
From:  Jon B. King, Chief of Police 9 

 10 
Subject:  Consider Waiving the First Reading and Introducing an Ordinance 11 

Amending Title 9, Public Peace and Welfare, of the Town of Moraga 12 
Municipal Code, adding Chapter 9.12 – Storage of Firearms (CEQA 13 
Status - Exempt from CEQA Pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3):  14 
General Rule Exemption) 15 

 16 
Request 17 
 18 
The Town Council is requested to consider waiving the first reading and introduce an 19 
ordinance amending Title 9 – Public Peace and Welfare of the Moraga Municipal Code 20 
(MMC) by adding Chapter 9.12 – Storage of Firearms.  The purpose of this ordinance is 21 
to establish requirements for the safe storage of handguns in residences within the 22 
Town.    23 
 24 
Background 25 
 26 
In January 2017, Ms. Alison Anderman, a Moraga resident and staff attorney with the 27 
Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence in San Francisco, made a presentation to the 28 
Council requesting the Town adopt two ordinances, one of which was to regulate safe 29 
storage of firearms.  Ms. Anderman was joined by a number of residents at this meeting 30 
and at a number of subsequent Town Council meetings.  These residents formed a 31 
group, Safe Moraga/Moragans for Gun Safety, and have made public comment in 32 
support of the requested ordinance.  Other citizens, equally as vocal, have made public 33 
comments in opposition to such an ordinance. 34 
 35 
As a result, the Town Council held a study session on August 23, 2017 to discuss the 36 
proposed ordinances and review related information.  The Council was provided with 37 
information by staff and heard testimony from 61 individuals in which some supported 38 
and some opposed the proposed ordinances.  At the conclusion of the study session, 39 
the Council directed staff to prepare a draft ordinance to regulate the safe storage of 40 
firearms. 41 
 42 
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Discussion 1 
 2 
Following the Council’s direction, staff reviewed similar ordinances from other 3 
jurisdictions and proposes to add Chapter 9.12 – Storage of Firearms to the MMC.     4 
 5 
The intent of the proposed ordinance is to promote firearms safety by addressing the 6 
storage of handguns within a residence.  Under this ordinance, handguns would be 7 
required to either be stored in a locked container or disabled with a gun lock when kept 8 
within a residence in the Town.  These regulations would not apply if a handgun is 9 
legally carried by or on a person or in a person’s immediate control or is under the 10 
control of an active duty or honorably retired peace officer within a Moraga residence.  11 
This ordinance would not allow a person to possess a firearm under any circumstances 12 
if that person is legally prohibited by State or Federal law from possessing a firearm.   13 
 14 
The proposed ordinance includes the following elements: 15 
 16 
Section 9.12.010 Definitions – This section establishes definitions for a Residence, 17 
Locked Container, Handgun and Gun Lock.  The definitions are similar to those used in 18 
safe storage ordinances in other jurisdictions and provide that gun locks used must be 19 
on the California Department of Justice’s list of approved firearms safety devices.  20 
 21 
Section 9.12.020 Regulation of Handgun Storage – This section mandates that 22 
handguns in a residence must be stored in a locked container or disabled with a trigger 23 
or cable lock.  24 
 25 
Section 9.12.030 Exceptions – This section provides two exceptions to the regulations; 26 
one, if the handgun is being legally carried by or on a person or is legally in the 27 
immediate control of an individual over the age of 18; and, two, is under the control of 28 
an active or honorably retired peace officer.   29 
 30 
Section 9.12.040 Penalty – This section provides that the first violation of the ordinance 31 
be enforced as an infraction with a fine of $250.  Subsequent violations under this 32 
ordinance shall be enforced as a misdemeanor with a fine of $1,000.  This section also 33 
provides that no provision of the ordinance is intended to supersede or supplant any 34 
State Law and that a violation of the ordinance may be subject to any other civil or 35 
criminal procedures and fines as provided in State and Federal Law in order to ensure 36 
the most appropriate procedure and remedy is applied. 37 
 38 
The proposed ordinance is similar to ordinances that are currently in effect in seven (7) 39 
other California cities.  Enforcement of this ordinance would be coordinated with any 40 
applicable sections of the California Penal Code and the most appropriate violation 41 
would be charged, given the circumstances of the incident.  As discussed in the 42 
August 23, 2017 study session, staff will continue to provide firearms safety information 43 
to residents, provide free gun locks and dispose of unwanted firearms at no charge.  44 
  45 
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California Environmental Quality Act 1 
 2 
Exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public 3 
Resources Code Section 21000, et seq.) (CEQA) because it can be seen with certainty 4 
that there is no possibility the adoption and implementation of this Ordinance may have 5 
a significant effect on the environment, and the Ordinance is exempt from CEQA 6 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3).  This conclusion is based on the 7 
fact that the proposed amendments would provide regulations for safe storage of 8 
firearms that have the potential to cause injury and/or harm to individuals and adversely 9 
affect the public safety and welfare of the residents of the Town. 10 
 11 
Fiscal Impact 12 
 13 
The fiscal impact of this ordinance should be negligible, unless the ordinance is 14 
enforced as a misdemeanor, which could require the Town Attorney’s office to 15 
prosecute the offense, resulting in legal fees which are currently estimated at $2,500 to 16 
$5,000 per case. 17 
 18 
Alternatives 19 
 20 

1. Waive the First Reading and Introduce an Ordinance Amending Title 9, Public 21 
Peace and Welfare by adding Chapter 9.12 – Storage of Firearms, to the MMC.  22 

2. Provide alternate direction to staff to amend the proposed ordinance and 23 
continue the item to a date certain to introduce and waive the first reading of the 24 
ordinance at a future meeting. 25 

3. Take no action and provide direction to staff. 26 
 27 
Recommendation 28 
 29 
Staff recommends that the Town Council Consider Waiving the First Reading and 30 
Introduce an Ordinance Amending Title 9, Public Peace and Welfare, by adding 31 
Chapter 9.12 – Storage of Firearms, to the MMC.  32 
 33 
 34 
Report reviewed by: Robert Priebe, Town Manager 35 
    Karen Murphy, Assistant Town Attorney 36 
 37 
 38 
Attachments:  39 

A. Draft Ordinance 40 
B. Staff Report from August 23, 2017 Town Council Meeting Study Session 41 
C. Correspondence Received August 23, 2017 through November 2, 2017 42 

 43 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 

Draft Ordinance 
 
 
 

 



 

BEFORE THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF MORAGA 
 

In the matter of: 
 
Amending Title 9, Public Peace and 
Welfare, of the Town of Moraga 
Municipal Code to Add Chapter 9.12, 
Regarding Storage of Firearms 
_________________________________ 

 
 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 ORDINANCE NO. XXX 

  
 

WHEREAS, the Town Council conducted a study session on August 23, 2017, to 
discuss community concerns about firearms and potential ordinances requiring safe 
storage of firearms and firearms sales regulations; and 

 
WHEREAS, during the study session, the Town Council heard testimony regarding 

citizens’ concerns about firearms safety and the opinion that violence and harm caused by 
the intentional and accidental misuse of guns is a serious issue; and  

 
WHEREAS, citizens also expressed their opinion that laws that provide for safe 

storage of handguns in homes constitute sensible gun safety regulations because they are 
not unduly burdensome for gun owners and offer protection for all members of the 
community; and  

 
WHEREAS, following the study session, the Town Council directed staff to proceed 

with drafting both a safe storage ordinance and an ordinance regulating firearms sales 
within the Town of Moraga. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF MORAGA DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: The Town Council hereby finds as follows: 

A. In California, numerous people die annually from firearms-related injuries and 
many are hospitalized for non-fatal gunshot wounds. 

B. Having a loaded or unlocked firearm in the home has been associated with an 
increased risk of firearm-related injury and death. 

C. A firearm stored loaded or unlocked increases the risk of an accidental shooting 
and has been associated with higher risks of suicide. 

D. Children are particularly at risk of injury or death, or causing injury or death, when 
they can access firearms within their own homes or at homes they visit. 

 
Ordinance No. xxx                                                  1                                                    ______,  2017 



 

E. Quick access to loaded firearms heightens the risk that a young person's 
impulsive decision to commit suicide will be carried out without reflection or 
seeking help, and that the impulsive attempt will be fatal. 

F. Utilizing gun locks or using lock boxes when storing firearms in the home 
reduces the risk of firearm injury and death. 

G. Keeping a firearm locked when it is not being carried ensures that it cannot be 
accessed or used by others without the owner's knowledge or permission, 
decreasing the risk that the gun will be used to commit suicide, homicide, or 
inflict injury, whether intentionally or unintentionally. 

H. The International Association of Chiefs of Police and the American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommend the safe storage of firearms. 

I. Both gun control and gun rights advocates, including the National Rifle 
Association, endorse the use of locking devices when storing firearms to ensure 
that unauthorized or untrained persons cannot access firearms to inflict injury or 
cause death.  

J. Requiring stored, unsupervised firearms to be secured with gun locks or in a 
locked container does not substantially burden the right or ability to use firearms 
for self-defense in the home. 

K. The proposed locking requirements apply only to handguns that are not being 
legally carried. Legal handgun owners and adults over 18 may carry loaded and 
unlocked handguns in their home at any time.  The safe storage requirements 
also permit legal owners to store their handguns fully loaded if they wish. 

L. Firearm security does not preclude quick access.  Portable lockboxes with 
simplex or biometric locks can store loaded handguns such that they are always 
within easy reach on counters, tables or nightstands.  Such safely stored 
handguns may be more quickly and easily retrieved for use in self-defense than 
unlocked handguns hidden away in seldom-used or remote locations.  

M. The Town Council finds and declares that the purposes of this ordinance are to 
preserve the peace and protect the public health, safety and general welfare of 
the residents of the Town by reducing firearms-related injuries, deaths, and 
crime.  

N. The Town Council further finds it is within its basic police power to implement and 
enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 

O. The Town Council finds that the amendments adopted herein are exempt from 
review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 
Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.  It can be seen with certainty that 
there is no potential for a significant effect on the environment as a result of the 
amendments. 
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SECTION 2: Chapter 9.12 is hereby added to Title 9, Public Peace and Welfare, of the 
Town of Moraga Municipal Code as follows: 

 
Chapter 9.12  Storage of Firearms 

 
9.12.010 Definitions.   
 
 The following words and phrases when used in this Chapter, shall have the 
following meanings: 
 

A. "Residence" refers to any structure intended or used for human habitation 
including, but not limited to houses, condominiums, rooms, accessory dwelling 
units, trailer coaches or house cars that are parked and being used as 
residences, second units, motels, hotels, time-shares, and other locations where 
human habitation occurs. 

 
B. "Locked container" refers to a secure container that is fully enclosed and locked 

by a padlock, biometric lock, key lock, combination lock, or similar locking 
device. 

 
C. "Handgun" refers to any pistol, revolver, or other firearm that is capable of being 

concealed upon the person, designed to be used as a weapon, capable of 
expelling a projectile by the force of any explosion or other form of combustion, 
and has a barrel less than sixteen inches in length. 

 
D. "Gun lock" refers to a cable or trigger lock that is listed in the California 

Department of Justice's list of approved firearms safety devices and that is 
identified as appropriate for that handgun by reference to either the 
manufacturer and model of the handgun, or to the physical characteristics of the 
handgun that match those listed on the roster for use with the device under 
California Penal Code Section 12088(d), as may be changed from time to time. 

 
9.12.020 Regulation of Handgun Storage.   
 
 No person shall keep a handgun within a residence owned or controlled by that 
person unless the handgun is stored in a locked container or disabled with a gun lock that 
has been approved by the California Department of Justice. 
 
9.12.030 Exceptions to Handgun Storage Regulation.  
 
 The handgun storage regulations set forth in this Chapter shall not apply in the 
following circumstances: 
 

A. The handgun is legally carried on the person of or is in the immediate legal 
control of an individual over the age of 18. 

 
B. The handgun is under the control of a person who is a peace officer, either 

active duty or honorably retired, pursuant to California Penal Code section 830 
et seq.  
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9.12.040 Penalty for Failing to Properly Store Handgun in Residence. 

A. Penalty.  A first violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute an 
infraction.  Any subsequent violation shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

B. Fines.  A first violation of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine of two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).  A second or subsequent violation of this chapter 
is a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by a fine of one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00).  

C. Other Enforcement Remedies.  No provision of this chapter is intended to 
supersede or supplant any State Law and a violation of this chapter may be 
subject to any other civil or criminal procedures and fines as provided by State 
or Federal Law. 

SECTION 3:  Effective Date. This ordinance becomes effective thirty (30) days after its 
final passage and adoption.  

SECTION 4:  This Ordinance shall be published and posted according to law and shall 
take effect and be in force from and after 30 days after its passage and adoption.  

SECTION 5:  Severability. If any provision of the Ordinance or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions 
or applications of the Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provisions or 
applications of the Ordinance.  To this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are severable. 
This Town Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance irrespective 
of the invalidity of any particular portion thereof.  

  The foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Town Council 
of the Town of Moraga, California, held on November 8, 2017 and was adopted and 
ordered published at a regular meeting of the Town Council held on  
by the following vote.  

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

AFFIRMED: 

________________________ 
Teresa Onoda, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

____________________________ 
Marty C. McInturf, Town Clerk 
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1 
Meeting Date: August 23, 2017 2

3
4

TOWN OF MORAGA    STAFF REPORT_ 5
6

To: Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers 7
8

From: Jon B. King, Chief of Police 9 
10 

Subject: Conduct Study Session on Requested Ordinances Regarding Safe 11 
Storage of Firearms and Regulation of Firearms Sales and Provide 12 
Direction to Staff 13 

 14 
Request 15 
 16 
The Town Council is requested to conduct a study session to discuss community 17 
requested ordinances regarding safe storage of firearms and firearms sales regulations 18 
and provide direction to staff. 19 
 20 
Background 21 

22 
In January 2017, Ms. Allison Anderman, a Moraga resident and a staff attorney with the 23 
Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence in San Francisco, made a presentation to the 24 
Council requesting the Town to adopt ordinances to regulate safe storage of firearms 25 
and firearms sales within the Town of Moraga.  Ms. Anderman was joined by a number 26 
of other community members and requested that the Town Council make it a 2017 goal 27 
to draft and ratify these ordinances.  Several community members have formed a group, 28 
Safe Moraga/Moragans for Gun Safety, and have regularly made public comment at 29 
Council meetings since January, as have other citizens equally vocal, but in opposition 30 
to the requested ordinances.  Ms. Anderman recently submitted a memorandum and 31 
information in support of the requested ordinances, which is attached to this report 32 
(Attachment A). 33 
 34 
Discussion 35 
 36 
Safe Storage of Firearms 37 
 38 
The first request that has been made by some community members is the 39 
establishment of an ordinance mandating the safe storage of firearms.  Similar 40 
ordinances have been established in eight (8) other California communities.  The 41 
requested ordinance would mandate that:  42 

43 
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“Firearms must be secured in a locked container or with a gun lock at all times in any 1 
residence when not being carried on the person of an individual or in that person’s 2 
immediate control and/or possession.” 3 
 4 
The ordinance proponents’ stated goal is to increase firearms safety in Moraga, by 5 
reducing the risk of firearms being accessed by minors and by reducing the risk of 6 
firearms being stolen from a residence.  During public comment, three incidents have 7 
been highlighted with the belief that the ordinances requested could have prevented 8 
their occurrence.  The first two incidents occurred within the last year and involved 9 
suicides of adults by firearms.  In both cases, the firearm used had been secured in a 10 
gun safe and was specifically retrieved from the safe by the adult victims.  The third 11 
incident cited, which occurred in 1991, involved a teen-aged boy who was tragically 12 
killed by a friend who was playing with a handgun belonging to his father.  The father 13 
had gone out of Town and left the son home alone with the firearms in gun cases.  The 14 
ammunition had been secured in a locked box, which the son then accessed. 15 
 16 
Staff researched the issue of securing a firearm with a gun lock as a theft prevention 17 
measure.  Staff reviewed crime bulletins from a number of jurisdictions, including 18 
Hercules, San Rafael and Castro Valley, in which firearms that were secured with a gun 19 
lock or in a lock box were stolen.  However, while large gun safes have prevented thefts 20 
of firearms, they can also be stolen in a burglary.  No locking device or safe can prevent 21 
all thefts.  Additionally, other members of the community provided public comment at 22 
earlier meetings in which they opposed this type of ordinance as it restricted their ability 23 
to access a firearm in an emergency.  While there are gun locking devices that can 24 
provide quick access, they can also be difficult to manipulate in a critical or emergency 25 
situation. 26 
 27 
Staff also reviewed safe firearms storage ordinances from other jurisdictions.  The City 28 
of Tiburon’s ordinance requires that “no person shall keep a handgun within a residence 29 
owned or controlled by that person unless the handgun is stored in a locked container 30 
or disabled with a trigger lock that has been approved by the California Department of 31 
Justice.”  The ordinance provides an exception if the handgun is carried on the person 32 
of an individual or if the handgun is under the control of a peace officer.  Both the Cities 33 
of Santa Cruz and Belvedere have nearly identical ordinances.  The Cities of Palm 34 
Springs and Sunnyvale have an additional exception for the handgun to be under the 35 
immediate control of the individual.  Examples of these ordinances are shown in 36 
Attachment B. 37 
 38 
There are laws currently in effect that regulate firearms storage.  State law makes it a 39 
misdemeanor or felony if a person stores a firearm in a place where they reasonably 40 
should know a child or person prohibited from possessing a firearm is likely to gain 41 
access to the firearm (25100 PC).  State law also prohibits the storage of a handgun in 42 
an unattended vehicle without the handgun being secured and not in plain view (25140 43 
PC).  Licensed firearms dealers are required to post warnings and notice buyers about 44 
their duty to keep firearms secure (26835 PC).  State law requires that gun locks be 45 
provided with firearms or buyers sign an affidavit stating that the firearm is being stored 46 
in a gun safe, providing the manufacturer and model number of the safe (23635a PC).  47 
Lastly, lost or stolen firearms must be reported to the police or the Department of 48 
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Justice within five (5) days (25250 PC).  Copies of these laws are attached to this report 1 
(See Attachment C). 2 
 3 
Enforcement of the requested safe storage ordinance would be difficult and would often 4 
require residents to notify MPD of observed violations by neighbors or friends.  For 5 
example, if a child reported to their parent what they believed to be an unsecured 6 
firearm at a friend’s home, officers would conduct an investigation, including interviews 7 
of both the reporting child and parent.  This would be followed by officers contacting the 8 
friend’s parent, discussing the situation and requesting consent to enter the residence 9 
and check for the firearm.  It could be difficult for the officers to be granted entry or for a 10 
search warrant to be issued to search the residence.  While the officers would have the 11 
opportunity to provide firearms safety information to the resident, as they would do now, 12 
the incident could result in animosity between neighbors.  The Tiburon Police Chief 13 
advised that his department had not taken any enforcement action related to their 14 
ordinance since its adoption in April 2016.  15 
 16 
Current Efforts 17 
 18 
The Moraga Police Department (MPD) has been circulating firearms safety information 19 
through Nixle.com, via the About Town publication, and during public events and will 20 
continue to do so.  MPD currently provides cable-style gun locks free of charge and has 21 
for over a decade.  During 2017, MPD has made the gun locks available at the front 22 
counter of the Police Department and has distributed them at community events.  Over 23 
100 gun locks have been distributed this year.  Additionally, MPD accepts firearms for 24 
destruction at no charge.  During 2017, 15 firearms have been turned in for destruction.  25 
 26 
Regulation of Firearms Dealers 27 
 28 
The second requested ordinance would regulate firearms sales within the Town.  29 
Firearms dealers are already heavily regulated by both the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 30 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) and the California Department of Justice (DOJ).  As 31 
pointed out in Ms. Anderman’s memo, over 170 jurisdictions have established some 32 
level of additional regulation over firearms dealers.  Examples of these ordinances are 33 
included in Attachment D.  Such an ordinance could include any of the following 34 
elements: 35 
 36 

• Location - a requirement that firearms dealers not operate in residential areas or 37 
in or around identified sensitive areas (i.e. schools, parks).  38 

• Land Use Permit - a requirement for a land use permit to ensure compatibility 39 
with existing zoning, the general plan and existing nearby uses. 40 

• Law Enforcement Permit – establishment of a law enforcement permit that would 41 
be issued after background checks, proof of compliance with federal and state 42 
laws, and the review of information regarding the premises, security elements 43 
and other requirements set by the ordinance. 44 

• Insurance – a liability insurance requirement could be established. 45 
• Inspections – inspections of the premises and sales records by local law 46 

enforcement, in addition to the ATF, could be required. 47 
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• Security – specific security measures, including alarms, physical barriers and 1 
video monitoring, could be required by the ordinance. 2 

• Restricted Admittance – the ordinance could restrict entry by minors or 3 
prohibited persons. 4 

 5 
The ordinance is being requested by those stating they believe the presence of a 6 
firearms dealer selling firearms in a residential area or in the vicinity of a school or other 7 
location where children congregate is an incompatible use and potentially hazardous.  8 
The Town currently restricts cannabis-related businesses and regulates other activity in 9 
Town to designated locations.  The requested ordinance would be compatible with 10 
these existing restrictions.  11 
 12 
According to ATF records, there is currently one federal firearms license (FFL), which is 13 
a requirement for firearms dealers, issued to an individual in Moraga.  However, this 14 
license holder is a gunsmith and is not involved in the sale of firearms, although they 15 
could legally sell firearms pursuant to their FFL.  As reported to ATF and the Town, this 16 
dealer has not sold any firearms in at least the past six (6) years.  ATF did not report 17 
any complaints or investigations involving this license holder.  To staff’s knowledge, 18 
there are no businesses in Town that are actively involved in the sale of firearms. 19 
 20 
Staff reviewed ordinances from other jurisdictions that regulate firearms sales.  21 
Lafayette’s ordinance, which was upheld by the Court of Appeals in 1997, requires that 22 
a firearms dealer obtain a law enforcement permit, undergo a background check, carry 23 
liability insurance, abide by all applicable state and federal laws, and obtain a land use 24 
permit for firearms sales activity.  Lafayette’s ordinance also included a “grandfather” 25 
clause that allows firearms dealers existing when the ordinance was enacted to 26 
continue.  The City of Tiburon’s ordinance has similar requirements for firearms dealers. 27 
The City of Pleasant Hill’s ordinance maintains similar requirements, but also places 28 
restrictions on admittance by minors and sets specific security requirements, including 29 
physical measures and alarm specifications.  All of the municipal ordinances viewed by 30 
staff require the firearms dealer to abide by all state and federal laws that govern 31 
firearms sales and possession, including waiting periods and background checks.  Staff 32 
spoke with the police chiefs in Lafayette, Pleasant Hill and Tiburon and all reported that 33 
they have not had any enforcement issues with their respective firearms dealer 34 
ordinances. 35 
 36 
Current Efforts 37 
 38 
The Town does not currently have any firearms dealers who are actively selling firearms 39 
in Town.  Staff has spoken with the single licensed dealer and confirmed that he 40 
possesses a FFL as he is a gunsmith and works on and maintains firearms.  This dealer 41 
is located less than a ¼ mile from an elementary school.  The City of Pleasant Hill does 42 
not allow firearms sales in residential zones, within 500 feet of a public park or within 43 
1000 feet of a school or day care.  The City of Pinole does not allow firearms sales in 44 
residential areas and only in some commercial zonings areas under a conditional use 45 
permit.  If the Council chose to enact an ordinance regulating firearms sales, staff 46 
recommends including a “grandfather” clause for the existing licensed dealer, similar to 47 
that included in Lafayette’s ordinance. 48 
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 1 
Fiscal Impact 2 
 3 
Staff estimates that the writing and development of the requested ordinances will take 4 
approximately 10-20 hours of staff time, in addition to what has already been expended, 5 
and approximately $10,000-$25,000 in legal expenses, depending upon the number of 6 
legal questions raised through the process.  In addition, there would be an estimated 7 
$2,800 expense for publication and codification of the new ordinances.  Ms. Anderman 8 
has volunteered the services of the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence to assist in 9 
writing the ordinances. 10 
 11 
If the ordinances are developed and ratified, staff estimates that the safe firearms 12 
storage ordinance would have an unknown fiscal impact as it is not known how often it 13 
would be enforced.  If a violation of one of the ordinances is determined to be a 14 
misdemeanor, the Town Attorney’s office would be responsible for prosecuting the 15 
violations, the cost of which would be borne by the Town.  Thus, even in a successful 16 
prosecution with the maximum fines being levied, the costs to the Town would exceed 17 
any potential fine revenue.  18 
 19 
Staff estimates that the operational cost of the ordinance regulating firearms dealers 20 
would be borne by the dealers through a fee charged for the processing and issuance of 21 
a permit.  However, there is also an unknown cost if either of the proposed ordinances 22 
is challenged in court.  While Ms. Anderman stated that she has obtained a commitment 23 
from a legal firm to defend the Town pro bono, even if the Town accepted this offer, 24 
there would still be a fiscal impact resulting from the cost of the Town Attorney 25 
monitoring the legal action, and potential damages should the Town not prevail in 26 
litigation. 27 
 28 
Alternatives 29 
 30 

1. Direct staff to coordinate with the Town Attorney to write and develop one or both 31 
of the proposed ordinances. 32 

 33 
2. Direct staff to continue the current educational effort regarding firearms safety 34 

and monitor the licensed firearms dealer. 35 
 36 
3. Provide alternative direction to staff. 37 

 38 

Recommendation 39 
 40 
Conduct a study session and provide direction to staff on requested ordinances 41 
regarding safe storage of firearms and regulation of firearms sales. 42 
 43 
 44 
Report Reviewed By: Robert Priebe, Town Manager 45 
    Karen Murphy, Assistant Town Attorney 46 
 47 
 48 
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Attachments: 1 
 2 

A. Memo and supporting documents submitted by Ms. Allison Anderman on 3 
behalf of Moragans for Gun Safety 4 

B. Examples of Municipal Ordinances Requiring Safe Storage of Firearms 5 
C. Copies of Referenced State Laws Regarding Firearms 6 
D. Examples of Municipal Ordinances Regulating Firearms Dealers 7 

 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
 12 
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ATTACHMENT C 
 
 

Correspondence Received August 23, 2017 through 
November 2, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

 



From: Allison Stone Anderman [mailto:ajanderman@gmail.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:49 PM 
To: Teresa Onoda; Kymberleigh Korpus; Jeanette Fritzky; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; Roger Wykle; 

Bob Priebe; Jon King; Marty McInturf; kmurphy@bwslaw.com 
Subject: Lamorinda Pediatrics Support Letter 

Attachments: 
Members of the Town Council,  

 

I'll bring this tonight, but Lamorinda Pediatrics asked me to share the attached letter with you.  

 

Thanks,  

Allison  
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From: Kathy Chao [mailto:katchao@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:57 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 
Subject: Gun safety support 
 
Hello,  
 
I am sorry that I cannot attend the Town Council meeting tonight. I wanted you to know that I strongly 
support the drafting of two common sense gun safety ordinances in Moraga. 
 
Kathy Chao 
Resident since 2017 
  
 
 

mailto:katchao@gmail.com


From: Moon Chung [mailto:moonjc@gmail.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:10 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: Town Council Meeting Wednesday August 23rd :Gun safety ordinance 

 

Dear Town Council, 

 

Thank you for your time on this issue.  

Being unable to attend tonight's meeting, I wanted to reach out by email to let the council know 

of my support for the two gun safety initiatives. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Moraga Resident and Homeowner, Moon Chung 

 

mailto:moonjc@gmail.com


From: Sara Farner [mailto:sofarner@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:44 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 
Subject: Moragans for Gun Safety 
 
I am sorry that we cannot attend the Town Council meeting and wanted you to know that we strongly 
support the drafting of two common sense gun safety ordinances in Moraga. 
 
Sara and Philippe Farner  
 
Sent from my iPhone sorry for any typos. 
 

mailto:sofarner@yahoo.com


From: Ran Ha [mailto:ranhat@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, August 25, 2017 5:19 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: Good, good--restrict firearms & access more and more with feel-good laws in the "magical 
thinking" realm. CRPA can use the money that will result from the lawsuit. 

 

The organization got $400,000 from a recent nearby lawsuit less ...smart...than the one your 

council proposes.  Likely CRPA will get adequate funds to proceed legally against other 

townships and so on with soccermom mentalities who pretend there are no threats in the world, 

and "we can just all get along." 

 

RH 

 

 

mailto:ranhat@gmail.com


From: dennis haskins [mailto:dghaskins@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:46 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: Gun Rights being threatened 

 

Dear Town of Moraga Reps, 

I hope you don't follow the slippery path that the anti-gun attorney is leading you down. It sure 

cost Pleasant Hill a lot of money when they tried  the same ridiculous anti second amendment 

ideas. Government, especially in this state, intervenes enough in peoples lives, personal beliefs 

and rights. I hope you all think through these personal infringement, anti business and right 

takeaway ideas very carefully. Thank you for your time. 

Regards  

 

mailto:dghaskins@yahoo.com


From: Karen Jaworski [mailto:karen@kjaworski.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:36 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: I support the two ordinances for gun safety 

 

Hello, 

 
I am a resident of Moraga and wanted to ensure to log my opinion about the 

ordinances being discussed tonight. I am strongly in support of these 
common sense measures and hope that we're able to implement them in 

town. 

 
Best regards, 

Karen Jaworski 
 
 

mailto:karen@kjaworski.com


From: Tiffany Lewis [mailto:danandtifflewis@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 7:23 PM 
To: onoda@moraga.ca.us; Roger Wykle; Jeanette Fritzky; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; Kymberleigh 

Korpus; Marty McInturf; Jon King; Marty McInturf; kmurphy@bwslaw.com 
Subject: Gun Safety Ordinance? 

 

Dear Town Council and Staff, 

 

I write to you as a long time Moraga resident, involved community member and a gun violence 

survivor.  Thank you so much for your recent decision to begin drafting two gun safety 

ordinances.   

 

I really hope you are taking advantage of the free resources offered through the Law Center to 

Prevent Gun Violence.  It is a nationally recognized resource on this topic.  It would be prudent 

to use their expertise to avoid the pitfalls Pleasant Hill fell into while engaging in this 

process.  This is a serious issue and we must be serious and smart.   

 

After my community put its heart and soul into this work, prepping for the last town meeting, 

and being courageous enough to speak I was shocked and appalled at some of the statements 

made by the town council.  Constitutional issues are serious, guns are serious and suicide is 

serious.  And the tragedies that those like myself have to live with every day are 

serious.  Inflammatory and false statements do not help us move forward in a smart, safe and 

impactful way.  We are Moraga, we are better then this. 

 

Thank you for your time.  And I encourage you to be a motivating and meaningful member of 

our beloved community and to help keep our children safe. 

 

Tiffany Lewis  

Moraga Resident and Gun Violence Survivor 

 

mailto:danandtifflewis@gmail.com
mailto:onoda@moraga.ca.us
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com
mailto:kmurphy@bwslaw.com


From: toby mack [mailto:ptolema@sbcglobal.net]  

Sent: Sunday, October 01, 2017 12:37 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: restricting citizen's rights 

 

Please note, that though not being from your town...... 

the state of CA is afflicted with liberal "logic" like your,.displayed 

by enacting laws you were warned not to enact. 

 

Liberalism IS a mental disorder. Want proof? 

 

Why are you restricting a citizen's right, by forcing guns to be locked up?? 

 

Do your minds stop working at the sight of the word "gun"...?? 

 

You essentially put a criminal's right before those of the law abiding citizen. 

 

Toby Mack 

 

mailto:ptolema@sbcglobal.net


From: Kiran Malancharuvil [mailto:kiranmalancharuvil@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 4:40 PM 
To: kkorpus@korpusformoraga.com 

Cc: Teresa Onoda; Jeanette Fritzky; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; Roger Wykle; Bob Priebe; Jon King; Marty 
McInturf; kmurphy@bwslaw.com 

Subject: Gun Safety and Suicide Rates 

 
Moraga Town Council Members,  

 

Many thanks to those of you who agreed to draft the gun-related ordinances at the town council meeting on 

August 23rd.  You may recall that at the same meeting, members of the community pointed out that safe storage 

initiatives have been shown to decrease suicide rates.  In response, (and much to my dismay) council member 

Kymberleigh Korpus (with no supporting data) stated that if someone wants to commit suicide, they will do it 

no matter what.   

 

I am happy to provide the council today with hard data what shows that Ms. Korpus is incorrect.  Suicide is not 

an inevitability, death and injury is not an inescapable consequence to suicidal ideation.  I know that everyone is 

relieved ot know that there is something we, as parents and community leaders, can do to help prevent 

suicide.     

 

I have attached a report entitled:  "Confronting the Inevitability Myth:  How Data-Driven Gun Policies Save 

Lives from Suicide", authored by the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence.  Contained in this report is a 

compilation of studies and statistics that show conclusively that gun access not only makes A difference, but in 

fact makes the MOST SIGNIFICANT difference in states overall suicide rates.  (p. 31)  In fact, gun access is a 

more significant factor than mental illness.  (p. 37) 

 

Please read the report, particularly pages 31-40, which relate most closely to Ms. Korpus's comments.  (Ms. 

Korpus, please especially look at page 36, where your comments are almost exactly mirrored, and then 

addressed.)  

 

I look forward to hearing from you all about this information, which is both highly relevant and timely.  I am, as 

always, happy to entertain further discussion and any data that supports a different or varied conclusion.  We all 

benefit from more information as we move forward with drafting these ordinances, so that we may draft them in 

a way to benefit our community to the full potential.   

 

Thank you for your time and attention.  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Kiran Malancharuvil 

Moraga, CA 

 

ps - On a different but related note, I was surprised and confused that (at the council meeting) a few residents 

criticized Moraga resident and mother Allison Anderman for her advocacy, solely based on her employment at 

the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence.  I was also surprised and confused by the suggestion that this 

community-led effort was somehow a manipulation by the Center.   

 

These comments lead me to believe that it might be useful to disclaim that Ms. Anderman had nothing to do 

with the authoring of this report. (Just in case I need to head off any red-herring-style criticism.)  

 

Further, let me be very clear that the proponents of these ordinances are doctors, lawyers (including myself), 

business men and women, amazing mothers and fathers, working people and stay-at-home-parents.. all highly 

intelligent, all highly successful.  To suggest that we are easily manipulated by an agenda not-our-own, is 

offensive, to put it mildly. I hope you give this report the time and attention it deserves while you consider the 

ordinances.   

mailto:kiranmalancharuvil@gmail.com
mailto:kkorpus@korpusformoraga.com
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com
mailto:kmurphy@bwslaw.com


From: Ana Moon [mailto:anacheneymoon@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 1:57 PM 
To: Teresa Onoda; Roger Wykle; Jeanette Fritzky; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; Kymberleigh Korpus; 
Marty McInturf; Jon King; Marty McInturf; kmurphy@bwslaw.com 
Subject: Gun Safety Ordinances-drafting 
 
Dear Town Council and Staff, 
 
I am very pleased with your recent decision to begin drafting the two gun safety ordinances. I think we 
can all agree that it is our mutual hope that this is an efficient process resulting in effective ordinances.  
 
To that end, I encourage the staff to use the free resources available through the Law Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence, a nationally recognized resource on this topic. If Moraga wants to avoid the pitfalls that 
Pleasant Hill fell into when drafting their ordinances, it would be prudent to utilize the Law Center's 
expertise. Is the staff planning on using the resources of the Law Center while drafting the ordinances? 
 
Also, what is the timeline for drafting the ordinances? Thank you so much for your time and attention to 
this topic. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ana Moon 
Moraga resident 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
. 
 

mailto:anacheneymoon@yahoo.com
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com
mailto:kmurphy@bwslaw.com


From: Naffziger, Anne [mailto:anaffziger@leydig.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 12:07 PM 
To: Teresa Onoda; Roger Wykle; Jeanette Fritzky; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; Kymberleigh Korpus; 

Marty McInturf; Jon King; Marty McInturf; kmurphy@bwslaw.com 
Subject: Gun Safety Ordinances 

 

Dear Town Council and Staff, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity you afforded me and other residents in August to speak on the proposed 
gun safety ordinances.  As a a supporter of the proposed ordinances, I am very pleased with your 
recent decision to begin drafting the two gun safety ordinances. I think we can all agree that it is our 
mutual hope that this is an efficient process resulting in effective ordinances. 

 

To that end, I encourage the staff to use the free resources available through the Law Center to 
Prevent Gun Violence, a nationally recognized resource on this topic. If Moraga wants to avoid the 
pitfalls that Pleasant Hill fell into when drafting their ordinances, it would be prudent to utilize the Law 
Center's expertise. Is the staff planning on using the resources of the Law Center while drafting the 
ordinances? 

 

Also, please keep our community apprised of the Council’s progress here, including the timeline for 
drafting the ordinances. 

 

Finally, I would encourage each Council member to speak on this topic in an intellectually honest manner as we 

move forward with this important step for our community.  Statements made by the Council in connection with 

these ordinances should be truthful and based on fact, including honest interpretation of the constitutional issues 

related to the second amendment and relevant laws on the topic.  I would also encourage restraint from 

making inflammatory and false statements related to suicide and other tragic ares impacted by guns.     

 

Thank you so much for your time and attention to this topic. 

 

Best, 

Anne Naffziger 
Moraga resident 

 

mailto:anaffziger@leydig.com
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com
mailto:kmurphy@bwslaw.com


From: Naffziger, Anne [mailto:anaffziger@leydig.com]  

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 1:17 PM 
To: Teresa Onoda; Roger Wykle; Jeanette Fritzky; 'david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com'; Kymberleigh Korpus; 

Marty McInturf; Jon King; Marty McInturf; 'kmurphy@bwslaw.com' 
Subject: Gun Safety Ordinances - Safe Storage in Particular 

 

Dear Town Council, Chief King and Town Staff, 
 
Like me, I am sure you all read with significant concern about the incident last week when an 8-
year-old student brought a loaded gun to Twin Creeks Elementary School in San Ramon.  This is 
precisely the type of incident that compels us to enact the gun safety storage ordinance due for 
review and consideration by the Council on November 8. 
 
I also note that Chief King issued a statement on Nixle and Lamorinda Patch, and perhaps 
through other public notice sites, providing warnings and guidance to parents.  While I 
appreciate Chief King’s response to this frightening incident and efforts to educate our 
community, I am very concerned that a key focus of the suggestions to parents is to expose 
children to guns in an attempt to teach them about guns and extinguish their natural curiosity 
about them. This recommendation is not in the best interest of child safety, and is quite 
possibly dangerous, because it incorrectly implies that if you teach your kids about guns, kids 
will not be curious about them.  I am aware of two academic studies that refute this point, 
found here and here.  I encourage you all to read the linked studies and take care to refrain 
from issuing recommendations to Moraga parents that are contrary to known facts.  Our 
common goal is the safety of our kids, so the utmost care must be employed when issuing 
warnings and recommendations to parents on any issue, and most certainly, when it involves 
the potentially catastrophic dangers involving guns.   
 
There is no dispute that an unsecured gun is a threat to child safety.  That is where the focus 
should and must fall.  While it is good to teach kids what to do if they see a gun, we should be 
proactive to be sure Moraga families do not have to contend with an unsecured gun in the first 
place.  
 
Best, 
Anne Naffziger 
Moraga, CA 
 

 

mailto:anaffziger@leydig.com
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11389238
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14702451


From: anneobsitnik@gmail.com [mailto:anneobsitnik@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 4:56 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 
Subject: Yes on gun safety ordinances 
 
Town council members:  
 
As a 15 year resident of this town, a parent to two girls aged 13 and 11, a PTA board member for the last 
six years in Moraga schools, and a Girl Scout leader, I I thank you for your service to our town and thank 
you for your commitment to doing the right thing. It is often hard to take a stance publicly and even 
harder to deal with the backlash that sometimes comes as a result. But easier in a situation where it's 
really worth it and you know you are doing the right thing. The proposed gun safety ordinances are the 
right thing for the future of Moraga's children.  If we finally came to the realization as a town that we 
needed a fence around a playground to protect children from dogs and needed to limit the amount of 
time that the dogs could run free around children, certainly it makes sense that we would not allow a 
gun to be around children without a "fence" around it. Safe storage is a slam dunk when it comes to the 
safety of children. You know it, I know it. Please do the right thing. 
 
Gratefully, 
 
Anne Obsitnik 
70 Jean Court 
Moraga CA 94556 
 

mailto:anneobsitnik@gmail.com
mailto:anneobsitnik@gmail.com
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Unintentional Deaths Involving 
Firearms Drop to Lowest Level ... 

Note: The statistics presented in this issue are based on figures from the 
National Safety Council’s Injury Facts® 2017 Edition and other sources.
For additional source information, please see back cover.

Industry Intelligence ReportsSM

Helping Our Members Make Informed Decisions

since record keeping began in 1903, as shown by the 
data released in the National Safety Council’s Injury 
Facts 2017 Edition. In the last two decades, the number 
of unintentional firearm-related fatalities has declined by 
60 percent – from 1,225 unintentional fatalities in 1995 
to 489 in 2015. Firearms are involved in fewer than ½ 
percent of all unintentional fatalities in the United States. 
In side-by-side comparisons, firearms accidents continue 
to rank among the lowest forms of accidental injury. 

• Firearm-related fatalities in the U.S. have been 
decreasing since record-keeping began in 1903 
– dramatically in the last 20 years, with 2015 
being the lowest on record.

• Unintentional firearms-related deaths in the 
home have dropped by 55.6 percent in the last 
20 years.

•  From 2014 to 2015, accidental fatalities of 
all causes increased 8%, while unintentional 
fatalities related to firearms decreased 17 percent.

• Firearms are involved in fewer than ½ percent 
(0.3 percent) of all unintentional fatalities in the 
United States.

• Firearms are involved in just 1.2 percent of 
unintentional fatalities among children 14 years 
of age and under, and are among the least likely  
types of unintentional fatalities among children.

• In the last two decades (1995 – 2015), the 
number of unintentional firearm-related deaths 
involving children 14 years of age and under has 
decreased by 73.5 percent.

• Unintentional firearm-related fatalities are 
substantially lower than the number of 
unintentional fatalities from most other forms of 
injury.

• From 2005-2015, unintentional firearm-related 
fatalities declined by 38 percent while firearms 
ownership grew by an estimated 34 percent.

• As firearms safety education programs have 
increased, the number of unintentional firearm-
related fatalities have decreased. 

• Hunting is one of the safest activities in America.

HIGHLIGHTING TRENDS IN THE UNITED STATES

FIREARMS-RELATED 
ACCIDENT STATISTICS

2017 EDITION

INDUSTRY INTELLIGENCE REPORTS
Helping Our Members Make Informed Decisions
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UNINTENTIONAL FIREARMS FATALITIES DOWN 60%

Unintentional Firearm 
Fatalities See Highest 
Rate of Decline

Unintentional Fatality Rates:
Firearms versus Motor Vehicles

Over the last two decades, the number of unintentional fatalities 
involving firearms has dropped by 60 percent.

This decline is attributed to a number of factors, including 
educational efforts by groups such as the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation and National Rifle Association, and state-affiliated 
hunter education programs. Industry-related initiatives include 
safety education programs such as NSSF’s Project ChildSafe®, 
free firearm locking devices voluntarily supplied by firearms 
manufacturers with new firearms, and technological advances in 
firearm design and manufacturing.

FATALITIES PER 100,000 POPULATION

Compared to other principle types of 
unintentional fatalities in the United 
States, firearms continue to show the 
largest percentage decrease during the 
past twenty years.
**Note: Total includes types of injury not listed in the grid. 
Other injury type comparisons are not available because of 
changes in year-to-year classifications.

Source: National Safety Council Injury Facts 2017 Edition.

• Unintentional fatality rates involving firearms 
remain at their lowest levels in history — a rate 
of 0.2 per 100,000 population.

• Over the past 10 years, the unintentional firearm 
fatality rate per 100,000 population has remained 
at its lowest point of 0.2. Since the beginning of 
record-keeping in 1903, this rate has declined by 
94 percent!

• The rate of unintentional firearm fatalities is 
substantially lower than the rate of motor vehicle 
fatalities.

• A person is 58.5 times more likely to be 
involved in an unintentional fatality with a motor 
vehicle than with a firearm.
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 1995                     2005                  2015 

TYPE 1995 2005 2015 % change 
(10 yrs)

% change 
(20 yrs)

Firearms 1,226 789 489 down 38% down 60.1%

Fires, Flames, 
Smoke 3,761 3,197 2,646 down 17.2% down 29.6%

Motor Vehicles 43,363 45,343 37,757 down 16.7% down 12.9%

Choking 3,185 4,386 5,051 up 15.2% up 58.6%

ALL TYPES** 93,320 117,809 146,571 up 24.4% up 57.1%

Source: National Safety Council Injury Facts 2017 Edition (with 2015 data)

Source: National Safety Council Injury Facts 2017 Edition
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HELP SPREAD THE WORD

FACTS & FIGURES

Historical Flashback

TOTAL U.S. POPULATION (2015):  321,418,820
Total Unintentional Fatalities 146,571 100%

Poisoning 47,478 32.4%
Motor Vehicle 37,757 25.8%
Falls 33,381 22.8%
Suffocation 6,914 4.7%
Drowning 3,602 2.5%
Fires, Flames & Smoke 2,646 1.8%
Natural / Environmental 1,579 1.1%
Struck By/Against Object 767 0.5%
Transportation (other than land) 857 0.6%
Machinery 550 0.4%
Firearms 489 0.3%
All Other Accidents 10,551 7.2%

Firearms are Involved in 1.2 Percent of 
Unintentional Fatalities Among Children
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Unintentional Fatalities:
(14 years of age and under)

Firearms are Involved in Only 0.3 Percent 
of All Unintentional Fatalities

(For All Ages)

Today, the annual number of firearms-related 
accidents is down 84.7 percent

from a high of 3,200 in 1930.

Source:  National Safety Council Injury Facts 2017 Edition

Firearms-Related Fatalities Among 
Children Down 74 Percent

Over the last two decades the number of unintentional 
firearm-related fatalities among youth 14 years of age 
and under decreased 73.5% while the population for 

this age group increased 4.7 percent. 

Source: CDC WISQARS Injury Mortality Reports through 2015 (pulled March 2017) 

Source: CDC WISQARS 2015 data (data pulled March 2017) Source: CDC WISQARS 2015 data (data pulled March 2017)

For children 14 years of 
age and under, 
unintentional injuries 
are the leading cause of 
fatality. 
But firearms accidents 
are one of the lowest 
forms of injury among 
children.
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State
# of Unintentional 
Firearms-related 

Fatalities*
Population Crude

 Rate**

AL 20 4,858,979 0.41

AK * 738,432

AZ * 6,828,065

AR 17 2,978,204 0.57

CA 29 39,144,818 0.07

CO * 5,456,574

CT * 3,590,886

DE * 945,934

DC * 672,228

FL 30 20,271,272 0.15

GA 21 10,214,860 0.21

HI * 1,431,603

ID * 1,654,930

IL 15 12,859,995 0.12

IN 14 6,619,680 0.21

IA * 3,123,899

KS * 2,911,641

KY * 4,425,092

LA 17 4,670,724 0.36

ME * 1,329,328

MD * 6,006,401

MA * 6,794,422

MI 14 9,922,576 0.14

MN * 5,489,594

MS 18 2,992,333 0.6

MO 18 6,083,672 0.3

MT * 1,032,949

NE * 1,896,190

NV * 2,890,845

NH * 1,330,608

NJ * 8,958,013

NM * 2,085,109

NY * 19,795,791

NC 39 10,042,802 0.39

ND * 756,927

OH 15 11,613,423 0.13

OK * 3,911,338

OR * 4,028,977

PA 16 12,802,503 0.12

RI * 1,056,298

SC 12 4,896,146 0.25

SD * 858,469

TN 30 6,600,299 0.45

TX 43 27,469,114 0.16

UT * 2,995,919

VT * 626,042

VA 14 8,382,993 0.17

WA * 7,170,351

WV * 1,844,128

WI * 5,771,337

WY * 586,107

Total 489 321,418,820 0.15

Firearms-Related Home Fatalities Down 55.6% 

Firearms Accidents Decline Even as 
Firearms Sales Have Increased Dramatically
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44.4%

Down
55.6%

Down
20%

1995 to 2015:

Source:  U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services, Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for 
Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC), WISQARS (Web-
based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System)

 * CDC WISQARS Fatal Injury Data (2008 forward) is 
suppressed where totals are too low. The figures 
reported for these states are not available. The National 
TOTAL reported is the national total and will not equal 
the numbers supplied in the table.   

 ** Per NCIPC, rates based on 20 or fewer fatalities may be 
unstable. Use with caution. 

Source: FBI NICS and NSSF research

TOTAL HOME 74,600 %
Poisoning 39,600 53.1%
Falls 21,100 28.3%
Choking 2,600 3.5%
Fire, Flames, or Smoke 2,500 3.4%
Mechanical Suffocation 1,600 2.1%
Drowning 1,100 1.5%
Natural Heat or Cold 500 0.7%
Firearms 400 0.5%
Other 5,200 7.0%

PAST YEARS NSSF-Adjusted NICS Data
2005 7,516,826
2006 7,955,604
2007 8,083,470
2008 8,993,964
2009 9,534,131
2010 9,436,182
2011 10,791,275
2012 13,780,285
2013 14,796,872
2012 13,780,285
2015 14,244,240

Total Adjusted NICS Checks 
(2005 - 2015) 118,223,232

2015: Types of Unintentional Deaths in the HomeMost states reported very few 
or no fatal firearms accidents 
in 2015

Source: Home Data: Injury Facts Report from the National Safety Council
Injury Facts 2017 Edition [Home, 2015] section 

National Safety Council Injury Facts 2017 Edition [Home, 2015 section.) 

One-half a percent (0.5%)  of all fatal 
accidents at home involve Firearms.

Over the past two decades 
the number of unintentional 

firearm-related fatalities in 
the home decreased by 

55.6% and decreased by 
20.0% over the last 10 years.
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FACTS:

ACTIVITY 
(alphabetically)

NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPANTS(a)  2015

TOTAL INJURIES(b)  
2015

 INJURIES per 100,000 
PARTICIPANTS 

 ONE (1) INJURY FOR 
EVERY x PARTICIPANTS 

Archery (target) 8,400,000 4,506 54 1,864
Baseball 11,800,000 120,234 1,019 98
Basketball 24,800,000 493,011 1,988 50
Bicycle Riding 36,000,000 488,123 1,356 74
Billiards / Pool 21,500,000 3,299 15 6,517
Bowling 35,200,000 17,680 50 1,991
Cheerleading 3,700,000 40,843 1,104 91
Exercising with Equipment 56,300,000 64,094 114 878

Fishing 34,000,000 66,529 196 511

Football (tackle) 7,800,000 399,873 5,127 20
Golf 18,600,000 37,369 201 498
Gymnastics 5,800,000 35,063 605 165
Hockey (ice) 3,300,000 19,283 584 171
Hunting w/ Firearms * 17,656,000 6,697 38 2,636
In-line roller skating 4,900,000 46,469 948 105
Lacrosse 2,900,000 15,999 552 181
Mountain Biking 
(off road) 5,600,000 9,011 161 621

Running / Jogging 44,500,000 297,458 668 150
Skateboarding 5,700,000 125,145 2,196 46
Snowboarding 4,300,000 25,452 592 169
Soccer 14,100,000 227,732 1,615 62
Softball 9,800,000 95,285 972 103
Swimming 46,300,000 98,466 213 470
Tennis 12,800,000 23,609 184 542
Volleyball 10,700,000 57,067 533 187
Water Skiing 3,500,000 7,335 210 477
Weight Lifting 34,800,000 107,655 309 323
Wrestling 3,000,000 39,775 1,326 75

SAFEST ACTIVITIES
PERCENTAGE OF 

INJURIES PER 100 
PARTICIPANTS 

1 Billiards / Pool 0.02%

2 Hunting with Firearms 0.04%

3 Bowling 0.05%

4 Archery (target) 0.05%

5 Exercising with Equipment 0.11%

6 Mountain Biking (off road) 0.16%

7 Tennis 0.18%

8 Fishing 0.20%

9 Golf 0.20%

10 Water Skiing 0.21%

LESS SAFE ACTIVITIES
 PERCENTAGE OF 
INJURIES PER 100 

PARTICIPANTS 

1 Football (tackle) 5.13%

2 Skateboarding 2.20%

3 Basketball 1.99%

4 Soccer 1.62%

5 Bicycle Riding 1.36%

6 Wrestling 1.33%

7 Cheerleading 1.10%

8 Baseball 1.02%

9 Softball 0.97%

10 In-line roller skating 0.95%

Excise tax collections on items such as firearms   
and ammunition totaled nearly $3.4 billion from 
2011-2015. More than $547 million of these    
monies were apportioned to states specifically 
for the purpose of hunter education and safety 
training, per USFW apportionment formula. This, 
along with a strong network of 57,000 dedicated 
hunter education instructors, helps make hunting 
one of the safest activities in America.          
Sources: USFW & IHEA

A person is 27 times more likely to be injured playing softball/baseball than hunting.
A person is 29 times more likely to be injured cheerleading than hunting.
A person is 36 times more likely to be injured wrestling/bicycle riding than hunting.
A person is 43 times more likely to be injured playing soccer than hunting.
A person is 52 times more likely to be injured playing basketball than hunting.
A person is 58 times more likely to be injured skateboarding than hunting.
A person is 135 times more likely to be injured playing tackle football than hunting.

Sources: (a) Number of Participants: National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) Sports Participation 2015 estimates.      
 (b) Total Injuries: Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS) 2015 estimates.     

 
* Hunting with firearms total injuries/incidents include CPSC NEISS injury data for Tree Stands (5,525) as well as estimated injuries (1,172) from IHEA Hunter Incident Clearinghouse.
   The vast majority of these incidents were neither fatalities, nor serious injuries.      

Hunting versus other ACTIVITIES:

HUNTING
One of the safest activities in America
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Map Legend (odds)

Sources:  * Federal Highway Administration, Department of Transportation (DOT) website, posted September 2016. 
   
 ** Estimates for deer/vehicle collisions are based on information by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co. 

Source: Insurance Information Institute (http://www.iii.org/issue-update/auto-crashes).
Source: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) 

U.S. Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

USDOT Federal Highway Administration Wildlife-Vehicle Collision Reduction Study
  • According to U.S. Dept of Transportation, Federal Hwy Administration, Wildlife-

Vehicle Collision Reduction Study, Report to Congress, Aug. 2008, deer account 
for 86.9% of the collisions with larger animals.

Region 2015 State with Highest Number 
of Incidents per Region

New England ME odds 1 in 139
Middle Atlantic PA odds 1 in 67
East North Central WI odds 1 in 77
West North Central IA odds 1 in 68
South Atlantic WV odds 1 in 41
East South Central MS odds 1 in 87
West South Central AR odds 1 in 96
Mountain MT odds 1 in 59
Pacific OR odds 1 in 241

Past Years Number of Deaths 
Caused by Collisions with Animals* in the U.S.

1993 101
1998 165
2001 177
2004 204
2008 204
2012 171
2014 158

Annual Average 
(1993-2014) 169

Increase in Fatalities
1993 to 2014 56%

FACTS:
•  An average of 13,500 human injuries 

occur annually from deer-vehicle 
collisions.

•  Deer-vehicle collisions are estimated at 
greater than 1.3 million each year.

•  Deer-vehicle collisions are estimated to 
cost Americans more than $5 billion in 
auto repairs each year. 

DEER/VEHICLE COLLISIONS: 
WHAT ARE YOUR ODDS?
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Past 
Years

Homicide 
-Firearms-

Suicide 
-Firearms-

Unintentional 
Deaths

-Firearms-

Unintentional 
Deaths 

-ALL CAUSES-
Crude Rate
Homicide

Crude Rate
Suicide

Crude Rate
Unintentional 

Deaths 
- Firearms -

Crude Rate
Unintentional 

Deaths 
- ALL CAUSES -

Population

1995 15,551 18,503 1,225 90,402 5.84 6.95 0.46 33.95 266,278,403

2000 10,801 16,586 776 97,900 3.83 5.88 0.28 34.70 282,171,936

2005 12,352 17,002 789 117,809 4.18 5.75 0.27 39.83 295,753,151

2010 11,078 19,392 606 120,859 3.59 6.28 0.20 39.14 308,747,508

2015 12,979 22,018 489 146,571 4.04 6.85 0.15 45.60 321,418,820

 

-16.5% 19.0% -60.1% 62.1% 20 years (1995-2015)

20.2% 32.8% -37.0% 49.7% 15 years (2000-2015)

5.1% 29.5% -38.0% 24.4% 10 years (2005-2015)

17.2% 13.5% -19.3% 21.3% 5 years (2010-2015)

CHANGES OVER THE PAST YEARS

FIREARMS-RELATED DEATHS:  
INTENTIONAL AND UNINTENTIONAL

UNINTENTIONAL DEATHS: 
ALL CAUSES VS. FIREARMS-RELATED

FACT:  
There’s a greater number of 
suicides committed annually 
using a firearm than there are 
homicides committed with a 
firearm. About two-thirds of all 
firearm fatalities are suicides.
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Reported figures for All Ages which include those of unknown age.
Produced by: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC
Data Source: NCHS Vital Statistics System for numbers of deaths. Bureau of Census for population estimates.

FIREARMS-RELATED DEATHS
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As a responsible firearm owner, you know safe handling and 
secure storage go hand in hand.
Join Project ChildSafe® to help better educate more gun owners about safe and proper 
storage when firearms are not in use.

Over the past 15 years, Project ChildSafe has distributed more than 37 million  
safety kits with gun locks to over 15,000 communities nationwide, in partnership with law 
enforcement, to help decrease firearm accidents, thefts and suicides. 
It helps save lives. 

Visit ProjectChildSafe.org to learn more about secure storage options, take  
the firearms safety pledge, and download tools to help you educate others  
about firearm safety and security.

Brought to you by the firearms industry

INDUSTRY EFFORTS AND PARTNERSHIPS TO HELP PREVENT FIREARMS MISUSE
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Don’t Lie for 
the Other GuyTM 
National Campaign 
Is Spreading the 
Message

Convicted felons, minors, 
persons determined by a 
court of law to be “mentally defective” and certain 
others are prohibited by law from buying a firearm.  
The “Don’t Lie for the Other Guy” national campaign 
drives home the message that anyone attempting an 
illegal firearm purchase faces a stiff federal penalty. 
If a friend or relative asks you to lie to a federally 
licensed firearms retailer to try to buy a gun for them, 
don’t do it! It’s not worth 10 years in jail. 

Understanding the importance of cooperating with 
law enforcement, the firearms industry through the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) -- the 
industry’s trade association -- has for nearly two 
decades partnered with the Department of Justice’s 
(DOJ) Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF) and the Office of Justice Programs 
(OJP) to assist law  enforcement in educating 
firearms retailers to be better able to identify and 
deter illegal straw purchases of firearms and to raise 
public awareness that straw purchasing is a serious 
crime. The Don’t Lie for the Other Guy program has 
been welcomed by firearms retailers as a valuable 
educational tool to better enable them to spot 
would-be straw purchasers and prevent illegal straw 
purchases. The ATF/DOJ-OJP/NSSF partnership is a 
great example of coordination and tangible success on 
the federal,  state, and local levels and with federally 
licensed firearms retailers throughout the country. 

Firearms and Suicide Prevention
NSSF Partners with the 
American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention (AFSP) and Project 2025 

With suicide accounting for nearly two-thirds of all firearm 
fatalities annually over the past decade, the topic of suicide 
prevention deserves attention. In recent years NSSF has 
worked with the Veterans Administration, the State of Utah 
and mental health agencies to help educate gun owners 
and the public on how to keep firearms safely out of reach 
of those who, during a period of despair, decide to do 
themselves harm.

In August 2016, NSSF and the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) partnered to embark on 
a first-of-its-kind national plan to build and implement 
public education resources for firearms retailers, shooting 
ranges and the firearms-owning community about suicide 
prevention and firearms. Based on a four-state pilot 
program that involved firearms retailers and shooting 
ranges, NSSF and AFSP jointly developed strategies and 
resources to provide materials to firearm owners about 
warning signs, prevention resources and secure firearms 
storage options. AFSP’s Project 2025, an initiative to 
reduce the annual suicide rate 20 percent by 2025, is an 
effort that NSSF supports.

Experts tell us that suicide results from the culmination 
of several health and life factors, with the decision to act 
often being made in a matter of minutes. Keeping firearms 
securely stored puts space between the period of risk 
and the means to act, and sometimes that space can be 
enough to help save a life. 

TM
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The National Shooting Sports Foundation is the trade association for the firearms, ammunition, hunting and recreational 
shooting sports industry. Its mission is to promote, protect and preserve hunting and the shooting sports.

Formed in 1961, NSSF’s membership consists of manufacturers, distributors, firearms retailers, shooting ranges, sportsmen’s 
organizations and publishers. For more information, log on to nssf.org.

Report provided by NSSF. For additional research materials, please visit nssf.org/research

NATIONAL SAFETY 
COUNCIL (NSC)
INJURY FACTS© 
2016 EDITION

The National Safety Council, chartered by an act of Congress, is a non-government, not-for-profit, 
public service organization with a mission to educate and influence people to prevent unintentional 
injury and death. Injury Facts, the Council’s annual statistical report on unintentional injuries, is 
prepared by the Research and Statistical Services Group. It has Reported Accidental Firearms Injury 
Statistics since 1903.
nsc.org

CENTERS FOR 
DISEASE CONTROL 
AND PREVENTION 
(CDC)   

The CDC is one of the major operating components of the United States Department of Health and 
Human Services. WISQARS is the CDC’s Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-
based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) [online]. (2005)[cited 2017 March 20]. 
Available from: cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/

NATIONAL 
SPORTING GOODS 
ASSOCIATION 
(NSGA) 

The NSGA Sports Participation report provides data on total sports participation, new participation and 
frequency of participation.

nsga.org

INTERNATIONAL 
HUNTER EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION (IHEA)          

The International Hunter Education Association is the professional association for 63 state and provincial 
wildlife conservation agencies and the more than 55,000 instructors/volunteer instructors who teach 
hunter education.

ihea-usa.org

CONSUMER 
PRODUCTS SAFETY 
COMMISSION (CPSC)                     
NATIONAL 
ELECTRONIC INJURY 
SURVEILLANCE 
SYSTEM (NEISS) 

The CPSC’s National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS) is a national probability sample of 
hospitals in the U.S. and its territories. Patient information is collected from each NEISS hospital for every 
emergency visit involving an injury associated with consumer products. From this sample, the total number 
of product-related injuries treated in hospital emergency rooms nationwide can be estimated.

cpsc.gov/en/research--statistics/neiss-injury-data/

STATE FARM 
MUTUAL 
AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY

For charts containing individual state data, as well as other information, visit statefarm.com. 

About NSSF®

Sources

© 2017 National Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc. All Rights Reserved



From: port031@aol.com [mailto:port031@aol.com]  

Sent: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:13 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: lockguns 

 
To the most gun owners in the state of California keep their guns locked up why do you have to create 
more and more laws to help the bad guys the only ones with guns. It would be nice if the police could be 
at all the incidences when they happen but they don't and usually their way later than the problem and 
then there looking around so how do they protect us but you do want to set it up so bad guys can always 
have guns because they're not going to be law-abiding I have no idea why people don't believe in the 
Second Amendment why they go out of their way to make a law-abiding citizens unprotected 
 
Ernest Perry 

 

mailto:port031@aol.com
mailto:port031@aol.com


From: Del Price [mailto:windel2@sbcglobal.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:47 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: Gun Ordinances: 

 

To those who claim to be responsible, although I am not a resident of the Moraga area I am a 

citizen of Ca. and the USA and a legal gun owner. Frankly I am sick and tired of any form of 

govt. or anyone who thinks they have a right to violate mine or any Americans second 

amendment rights under the Constitution and the Bill Of Rights. No reason can be justified to 

limit or infringe my ownership of a gun including storage of that gun or ammunition. If you read 

the second half of the second amendment you will know part of this God given right includes the 

protection against any govt. or agency thereof to infringing on that right. And for those who 

elected you, instead of dictating what you think might be better for us try serving those good 

Americans in something more useful and meaningful. I will let you know right now keep out of 

the business of intruding on the rights of those of us who are abiding lawful gun owners! I 

encourage you to better use your time and money to actually support those you represent instead 

of trying to apply some law or rule that has proven itself with all the many other gun laws in Ca. 

for many years to be totally ineffective in stopping any type of gun crimes! Let freedom ring 

loud and clear. Sincerely, Del Price. 

 

mailto:windel2@sbcglobal.net


From: r w [mailto:pedley_epithet@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 8:41 AM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: Control 

 
Please do not attempt to enact these un-enforcable laws.  You will end up on the bad end of a law suite. 
 
Regards, 
REW 
 

 

mailto:pedley_epithet@yahoo.com


From: victor rasilla [mailto:victorrasilla@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:30 PM 
To: Marty McInturf; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; Roger Wykle; Jeanette Fritzky; Teresa Onoda; 

Kymberleigh Korpus 
Cc: contact@crpa.org; admin@nramedia.org; Cameron Builders; Tasha; thehomes@comcast.net 

Subject: Re: California: Moraga Town Council Holding Public "Study Session" On Anti-Gun Ordinances 

 

Nonfunctional ordinances for manufactured issues to appease partisan zealots that have hijacked 

the emotional sensibilities of good people wanting to do good in this town. 

 

This should go to a ballot if this is to go through.  Don't allow Moraga to be just another notch in 

the belt of the law center to prevent gun violence, please.  This is not the councils role at this 

time in Moragas existence to play partisan politics.  Make this go to a ballot measure. 

 

Stephanie Dickerson:  "from the time I was little it was absolutely pounded into me that you 

absolutely do not leave a loaded gun unlocked, you don't leave it lying around the house"<shame 

tactic>"Prove to me that you care about protecting my children as much as you care about 

protecting the ridgelines..." 

 

How has the Dickerson family been safe all this time without these ordinances?!  No one takes 

gun safety more seriously than law abiding gun owners.  Should I be scared to have my children 

attend a play date at the Dickerson household?  Has council not cared about Stephanie's children 

prior to Allison Anderman deciding her children are in lethal danger? 

 

Megan Sweeney:  "I know that there is a fiscal emergency I've read all about it on nextdoor but 

that does not eliminate the responsibility of the town council to pass laws that protect the safety 

of our citizens" 

 

I've been unaware that up to this point the town council has ignored the safety of the citizens 

because of fiscal matters... 

 

Dusty Robeson:  "I believe the time for an ordinance is before it is necessary"<shame tactic>"we 

honored a lovely group of young men this evening and it would sure be a shame if our town had 

to gather because of a teen suicide" 

 

That's a heck of a thing to say about those kids.... that they may want to kill themselves and the 

council needs to protect them with ordinances prior to those ordinances being necessary. 

 

Ada Cheng:  "In Tiburon the police department has not take any enforcement action since the 

towns adoption.  To me that sounds like fantastic news because if Tiburon has not had to enforce 

the safe storage laws it suggests that the ordinance is perhaps working and people are safely 

storing their firearms.  That would be the reasonable assumption."<guilt tactic>"our expectation 

is these ordinances need to happen for greater safety, that the existing state laws are not enough, 

we are here to say that to you they are not enough, we as a community as a town are saying 

forcefully to you our expectation should be set at safe storage not simply education, safe storage 

is necessary" 

 

mailto:victorrasilla@gmail.com
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com
mailto:contact@crpa.org
mailto:admin@nramedia.org
mailto:thehomes@comcast.net


A reasonable assumption could also be that the existing laws and sense of gun owners in Tiburon 

already had firearms safely stored but the law center to prevent gun violence bullied their town 

council and shamed their citizenry too into these ordinances they decided need to be imposed for 

non existent problems. 

 

***I shared my story about the home invasion my family suffered last year and I heard 

comments like these: 

 

Caroline Stevens:  "the incidence where somebody broke into someones home they slept through 

the whole thing, who knows what would have happened if there had been a gun brandished or if 

they had been fiddling with the lock, it's not really relevant."  "Without the ordinance there's a 

lot more friction(between neighbors) because if I see an unsecured gun when there's an ordinance 

I can say... Hey, we have an ordinance now in our town and we need to make sure it's stored 

safely.  It takes the burden off of me and puts it onto our community as a whole saying this is 

what we expect and believe and aspire to" 

 

Hanna:  "I was listening to people talk about how they need those eight seconds to unlock their 

gun, the ordinance wouldn't stop people from carrying their unlocked guns on them and if I was 

going to be suddenly confronted by an immediate danger in my home I would want to know my 

unlocked unsecured guns were on me and not behind the person who I'm afraid of" 

 

I have no words for how ignorant these statements are. 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Burks:  "The ordinance is really important because it's the first step to education" 

 

It's amazing Moraga is not overrun with shootings since we haven't even taken the first step to 

firearms safety and safe storage! 

 

This is nonsense!  As nonsensical as requiring people to wear helmets when they drive cars as 

that would certainly be "more safe" than driving a car without a helmet would it not? 

 

I want safe storage of all firearms in all communities as anyone else but this is a political hot 

button and the council is handing a win that is so undue to progressives focused on using 

government power to impose their own rule and view onto everyone else.  It is completely 

misplaced use of ordinance enactment.  This is DIVISIVE plain and simple.  I've been in Moraga 

for 20+ years, raised my 2 children here, have been to many play dates and birthday parties.  I've 

never discovered unsecured firearms to be a topic of contention or issue of danger in Moraga 

prior to Allison Anderman and the law center to prevent gun violence. 

 

On Tue, Aug 22, 2017 at 10:17 PM, Victor Rasilla <victorrasilla@gmail.com> wrote: 

Is the council aware that now the CRPA and NRA-ILA has got the proposed ordinances on their 

radar? 

 

The citizens of Moraga DID NOT ask for these ordinances! Do not allow yourselves to be 

bullied by the extreme partisans of the law center to prevent gun violence, please. Do not allow 

this division to push onto our community, please.  I keep hearing about how there's so much 

mailto:victorrasilla@gmail.com


more support for these ordinances then against and that is just not true.  You are being bullied by 

paid and professional activists pushing partisan agenda.  It's not fair in the least bit to expect the 

citizens of Moraga to be forced to take time off work and away from family to canvas and inform 

the community of the facts and pay to hire attorneys to draft legal docs to fight back against this 

absurdity.  

 

Moraga does not need these ordinances or want these ordinances!   

 

Are you aware of Daly City paying a $40k settlement in July?  You can read about it below as 

well as that councils back channel colluding with the law center to prevent gun violence and then 

the PHONY MAJORITY support the law center drummed up. 

 

I'm requesting that any Moraga council members disclose ex parte communication with the law 

center to prevent gun violence attorneys.  If these ordinances are passed any council member 

with a yes vote is either succumbing to bullying or complicit in partisan agenda.  

 

There is no logical requirement to burden our community with these new ordinances. 

 

Daly City Pays $40,000 in Settlement with Local Gun Shop 
  

On Tuesday, July 18, the City of Daly City agreed to pay $40,000 to settle a lawsuit challenging 

the City’s decision to deny a conditional use permit application to the City’s only firearm repair 

shop, SetterArms.  

  

As reported in 2015, the Daly City Council Planning Commission voted 5-0 in favor of the 

application. NRA and CRPA attorneys also submitted a letter in support of the application. But 

despite the Planning Commission’s unanimous support and support from local residents, the City 

Council voted 3-2 to deny the application, largely a result of anti-gun Councilmember David 

Canepa’s opposition. That action prompted a lawsuit alleging violations of equal protection, due 

process, and deprivation of civil rights under the United States Constitution, which has now 

resulted in settlement. 

  

The complaint highlights how Canepa initially delayed a vote on the application because, in his 

view, residents had not been provided adequate notice of the hearing. But residents had been 

provided adequate notice, as confirmed in a report from City staff. 

  

It was later discovered through a public record request that Canepa used the delay to contact 

Julie Leftwich, Legal Director for the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence—one of the nation’s 

largest anti-gun organizations. As he stated in his email, “Hi Julie, I really need your help on an 

issue here in Daly City regarding a potential firearm store opening up on the East Side of Daly 

City . . . If we can do a conference call on this item this week it would be much appreciated.” He 

would later email the Law Center again seeking “assistance,” stating “Yes I need help :)!!” 

  

What’s more, Canepa also requested the Daly City Police Department to look into and provide 

him with any potential negative information regarding the criminal and financial history of the 

owner of SetterArms. The owner of SetterArms, Todd Settergren, is a former U.S. Army Captain 

http://crpa.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=10f1b2be1fbee7acd9ac7bb79&id=a49eec24a2&e=863d18e20b
http://crpa.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=10f1b2be1fbee7acd9ac7bb79&id=7c677c9cea&e=863d18e20b
http://crpa.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10f1b2be1fbee7acd9ac7bb79&id=734d0603f8&e=863d18e20b


who honorably served his country, and an honorably retired San Francisco State University 

Police Officer who was awarded the Life Saving Medal for heroically saving a citizen from a 

burning building. 

  

It should not come as a surprise to anyone that a large number of people suddenly appeared to 

oppose the application during the “postponed” meeting. Having obtained the “help” he needed, 

Canepa and two other Daly City Councilmembers voted to deny SetterArms a use permit. 

  

But it doesn’t end there. Attorneys for SetterArms immediately sought a copy of the 

“administrative record” regarding the City Council’s decision. But it was later discovered that 

many of the documents contained in this record, which was allegedly used by the City Council in 

making its decision, was not provided to Councilmembers prior to the meeting, let alone was 

there any indication that they were even reviewed prior to a decision. Clearly, the “fix” was in. 

  

Canepa’s blatant bias should serve as a warning to City’s seeking to deny lawful business owners 

an opportunity to make a living. Hopefully other anti-gun jurisdictions will get the message that 

this type of behavior is unacceptable, and will only lead to substantial financial liability. 

 

 

VIctor Rasilla 

Moraga, CA 

 



From: lindsey ritchie [mailto:lindseyaritchie@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:28 PM 
To: Teresa Onoda; Roger Wykle; Jeanette Fritzky; Kymberleigh Korpus; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; 
Marty McInturf 
Subject: Town Meeting August 23rd - Proposed Firearm Ordinances  
 
Dear Council Members 
 
I note that on the agenda for tonight's meeting you will be discussing the Proposed Firearm Ordinances.  
Unfortunately I am unable to attend this meeting because it co-incides with the bedtime of my two 
young children.  However, as a resident of Moraga I wanted to let you know I fully support these 
ordinances.   
 
I firmly believe the ordinance is simply asking for a common sense gun storage law which any 
responsible gun owner would be happy to adhere to.  Likewise I also believe that restricting the 
operation of gun dealerships to commercial zones can only benefit all residents, both young and old, 
and help towards keeping Moraga the safe and desirable town it is. 
  
Kind regards 
Lindsey Ritchie 
Moraga 
 

mailto:lindseyaritchie@yahoo.com
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com


From: Ada Sheng [mailto:adasheng@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 8:07 PM 
To: Teresa Onoda; Roger Wykle; Jeanette Fritzky; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; Kymberleigh Korpus; 

Marty McInturf; Jon King; Marty McInturf 
Subject:  

 
Dear Town Council Members, 

 

I am writing with regard to the drafting process for the gun safety ordinances that the Town Council recently voted 

to undertake. I strongly urge the Town Council to consult and utilize the available free resources, including the 

services of the nationally renowned Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, in the drafting process in order to avoid 

the types of mistakes Pleasant Hill made in its ordinance drafting process. Those mistakes led to costly lawsuits 

against the town and we hope that Moraga can avoid the same costly mistakes by instead following the advice of 

appropriate experts and not venturing out on our own. 

 

As Moraga is already in dire financial straits, the economical execution of the drafting process is also of utmost 

importance to the town and its residents. If the services of the non-salaried Town Attorney, Karen Murphy, are paid 

for on an ad hoc basis, asking her to reinvent the wheel by conducting new research or spending time drafting new 

language when such language can be easily provided for free (with strong legal support and citations) by the Law 

Center, is a waste of our financial resources. If the Town Council chooses not to consult with such nationally and 

locally recognized free resources in its drafting process, we as citizens demand answers as to why that choice was 

made and whether it is truly in the Town's best interest to spend money duplicating research that is already available 

for free. 

 

Additionally, I would like to know what the timeline is for the drafting process - would you please let me know 

when we can expect to see the first draft? 

 

Sincerely, 

Ada Sheng 

Moraga Resident 

 

mailto:adasheng@gmail.com
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com


From: Thomas Skelly [mailto:skellfam@ca.rr.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 2:39 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject:  

 

As a shooting sports enthusiast, and proponent of the United 
States constitution, I urge you to stop this foolish ordinance that 
includes mandating the locked-storage of firearms “at all times in 
any residence”. This is such incredible foolishness as to expose 
the leaders of town as simply a group of people politically against 
firearms in the hands of any citizen. Your thrust is no different 
than Hitler or Stalin. Tom Skelly 
 

mailto:skellfam@ca.rr.com


From: Spike [mailto:spjika@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, November 02, 2017 10:04 AM 
To: Teresa Onoda; kkorpus@korpusformoraga.com; Jeanette Fritzky; david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com; 

Roger Wykle; Bob Priebe; Jon King; Marty McInturf; kmurphy@bwslaw.com 
Subject: Local gun tragedies and close-calls this last week in the Bay Area 

 

Dear Moraga Town Councilors & leaders, 
 
I saw this in the East Bay Times and it was a pretty stark reminder of why the gun 
safety ordinances we're considering are real, not imagination, not fear, not 
unnecessary. This is something simple that we can do to make things better. 
 
Thanks again for your support! 
 
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/11/01/the-week-that-was-coincidental-cluster-of-
gun-incidents-bedevil-bay-area-k-12-schools/ 
 
 
 
Spike 

 

mailto:spjika@gmail.com
mailto:kkorpus@korpusformoraga.com
mailto:david.trotter@dtrotterlaw.com
mailto:kmurphy@bwslaw.com
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/11/01/the-week-that-was-coincidental-cluster-of-gun-incidents-bedevil-bay-area-k-12-schools/
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/11/01/the-week-that-was-coincidental-cluster-of-gun-incidents-bedevil-bay-area-k-12-schools/


From: Alison Stein [mailto:alison.stein@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:56 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 

Subject: Support for Gun Safety Ordinances 

 
Moraga Town Council: 
 
I am a Moraga resident (Rimer Drive), and I want you to know that I strongly support the drafting of two 

common sense gun safety ordinances in Moraga. I am not a gun owner, myself, nor will I ever be, but I fear that 

my children may end up in a situation at someone else’s house that is potentially lethal because another parent 

has chosen not to take the proper safety precautions.  
 
I have never known anyone who owned guns until I moved to Moraga, where it seems like being a gun owner 

isn’t out of the ordinary. Therefore, I support any ordinances that would require gun owners to act responsibly 

and to minimize my children’s exposure to guns. 
 
These ordinances seem like a good balance to appease supporters of gun safety, while not infringing on a 

Moragan’s right to bear arms. 
 
Thank you, 
Alison Stein 
 

 

 

mailto:alison.stein@yahoo.com


From: Shobhana Murali Stoyanov [mailto:shomurali@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 6:15 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 
Subject: I support the gun safety ordinances 
 
Hello,  
 
I am a Moraga resident and live on Corliss Drive. I have two young children. It is a mystery to me as to 
why there is so much opposition to such common sense safety ordinances. No one is taking away 
anyone’s guns, we just want them to be stored safely.  
I also heard that outsiders are coming to talk at the meeting against the ordinances. I request that you 
first hear the Moraga residents speak before giving nonresidents the floor.  
Again, the majority of the residents (including the Moraga PTAs) support the gun safety ordinances.  I 
have not met a single Moraga resident who is against these ordinances.  
Please do the right thing and pass them. 
 
Best, 
Shobhana Stoyanov 
Resident  
 

mailto:shomurali@gmail.com


From: Dolores Stratford [mailto:lollydoll@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 6:14 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 
Subject: I support the gun safety ordinances. 
 
Thank you for your continued consideration in this matter. I am a member of the community, parent, 
small business owner, and CP PTA Board Member but am not able to attend tonight's meeting.  
 
Dolores Stratford 
Moraga 
 

mailto:lollydoll@gmail.com


From: Andrew Tuft [mailto:andrewtuft@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:10 PM 
To: Marty McInturf 
Subject: Gun Ordinance Support 
 
Hi there, 
 
My name is Andrew Tuft. I am a current Moraga resident. I am also a 1996 graduate of Campolindo. I am 
very familiar with this community and all it strives to provide its residents.  
 
I am sorry I cannot attend tonights meeting in person. However, I would like to convey that I strongly 
support the gun ordinance being discussed this evening.  
 
This ordinance is not overly cumbersome for gun owners and is basic common sense. I strongly urge the 
town council to support this ordinance to help protect our children and our community from a 
devastating, yet preventable, accident.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Andrew Tuft 
Moraga 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

mailto:andrewtuft@yahoo.com


Voicemail transcription Davies 08-23-17 

Good morning. My name is John Davies, a longtime resident of the Lamorinda area and I’m calling about 

the proposed firearms that are up tonight for the Town of Moraga. I wish to speak in opposition to them 

because they are too restrictive and too arbitrary and could possibly bring the Town of Moraga to some 

very serious lawsuits, legal trouble and could also possibly make things difficult for people in Moraga 

who are firearms owners. I ask that these proposed ordinances be immediately rescinded for the 

reasons I have just said. Thank you very much. Have a pleasant day. 
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	SECTION 1: The Town Council hereby finds as follows:
	A. In California, numerous people die annually from firearms-related injuries and many are hospitalized for non-fatal gunshot wounds.
	B. Having a loaded or unlocked firearm in the home has been associated with an increased risk of firearm-related injury and death.
	C. A firearm stored loaded or unlocked increases the risk of an accidental shooting and has been associated with higher risks of suicide.
	D. Children are particularly at risk of injury or death, or causing injury or death, when they can access firearms within their own homes or at homes they visit.
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	O. The Town Council finds that the amendments adopted herein are exempt from review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.  It can be seen with certainty that there is no potential...
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